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Sharm El-Sheikh Hosts the First Arab-European Summit

Arab-European Summit

Under the title “Investing in Stability” with the attendance of the 
presidents, heads of state and government and ministers of foreign 
affairs of 60 Arab and European countries, including 24 of EU leaders and 
the participation of 21 Arab countries, leaders and ministers discussed 
the most intricate world issues on the land of Sharm El-Sheikh on 24-
25 February 2019, so as to foster cooperation in several fields such as 
trade, investment, immigration organization, security and the problem 
of climate change, besides the Palestinian problem, restoring stability 
in Libya, Syria and Yemen.

The leaders reviewed the joint 
challenges and threats facing the 
Arab and European worlds, especial-
ly the files of terrorism and the exac-
erbation of the conflict hotbeds in the 
region, not to mention tackling the 
broadlines of Egypt’s vision towards 
addressing such challenges. 

This is regarded the first summit 
that gathers the EU and Arab League 
on the level of the heads of state and 
government, as such two regions 
make up 12% of the world popula-
tion.

The Summit was presided by 
President El-Sisi, President of the 

European Council; Donald Tusk, and 
the President of the European Com-
mission Jean-Claude Juncker. On 
the periphery of the Summit, Presi-
dent Abdel Fattah El-Sisi held sever-
al bilateral meetings with the leaders 
of the participating countries, where 
they discussed the distinguished bi-
lateral relations between Egypt and 
such states. They also consulted and 
coordinated their stances towards 
several issues of mutual concern, es-
pecially the file of immigration which 
constitutes a grave serious for both 
the EU and the Arab states, as ac-
cording to the European council; one 
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third of the immigrants who head to 
Europe, come from the Arab coun-
tries.

Egypt, with its political and geo-
graphic weight, had stressed on the 
promising opportunities in order to 
foster cooperation and integration 
between the Arab and European 
partners. It had also confirmed the 
inevitability of the presence of the 
political will so as to foster the pillars 
of coexistence and understanding 
between both sides; governed by the 
historical, geographic and human ex-
tension.  

It is noteworthy that the words of 
the guests had all praised Egypt’s 
hosting of this historic event, the first 
of its kind ever, which gathers a huge 
number of the most prominent Arab 
and European leaders within the 
framework of the League of Arab Na-
tions and the EU, thus showing their 
appreciation to Egypt’s distinguished 
position on both the international and 
regional levels; being a bridge of 
communication  among civilizations, 

in addition to the confidence entrust-
ed to as a pivotal center for preserv-
ing peace in the Middle East.

With his known credibility, Presi-
dent El-Sisi had expressed his confi-
dence that such communication has 
contributed to clarifying the visions 
and orientations towards several is-
sues of mutual concern, which should 
be openly and frankly discussed on 
the highest level, thus giving a strong 
push for the Arab-European relations, 
and allows crystallizing a mutual stra-
tegic vision towards such issues. 

He also added, during the press 
conference at the closing session 
of the activities of the Summit, that 
the discussions had taken place in a 
constructive climate, thus affecting a 
rapprochement in the points of view 
about several issues. He thanked the 
participants in the Summit for their 
fruitful discussions and direct con-
structive communication on a high 
institutional level, and the first of its 
kind in the history of the Arab-Euro-
pean relations. 

Statement of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques in the Arab-European Summit
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An Arab-European Consensus 
in the Final Communiqué of the 
Summit

President El-Sisi had declared the 
draft of the final communiqué of the 
Summit, which had been discussed 
and reflected the most prominent 
strategic issues of interest for both 
the Arab and European sides, includ-
ing fostering partnership and devel-
oping cooperation in several fields, 
the means of facing joint challenges, 
in addition to the regional problems 
of mutual concern, and agreeing on 
convening the next summit in Brus-
sels in 2020.

Summit of Transparency and 
Future Partnerships

During the Summit, the Arab Lead-
ers presented their views clearly and 
frankly on the most Arab important 
issues; mainly the first Arab cause; 
i.e. the Palestinian Question and the 
utmost necessity to reach a political 
settlement to the multiple crises in 
the region, aiming to promote stability 
in the common geographical vicinity. 

Additionally, they discussed issues 
of trade exchange, investment, ille-
gal immigration and counter terror-
ism, being jeopardizing the stability 
of both the Arab and the European 
blocs. Furthermore, they exchanged 
opinions on other critical issues; such 
as the situation in Yemen, Syria, Lib-
ya and others of mutual concern. 

It has become apparent that the in-
tegrated concept of the bilateral part-
nership requires focusing on some 
priorities; inter alia, the Arab national 
security, where Europe should shoul-
der the responsibility of helping its 
Arab neighbors to achieve this con-
cept and direct the future partner-
ships towards creating a sound intel-
lectual, cultural and media environ-
ment to achieve coexistence and co-
operation between the two regions. 
Thus, Sharm El-Sheikh Summit has 
been of great importance to the Arab 
World.

Summit Resolutions
- The Summit stressed a number of 

contents, salient of which are: the 

President El-Sisi Delivered the Final Communiqué of the Summit
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regional cooperation would be the 
key to the joint challenges of the 
two parties; as well as exchanging 
experiences and deepening Euro-
pean-Arab partnership to realize 
the common aspirations. Addition-
ally, the Summit asserted foster-
ing peace, stability and prosperity; 
ensuring security and promoting 
economic, social and technological 
development; as well as creating 
mutual opportunities especially for 
women and youth.

- The Summit highlighted the neces-
sity of adhering to effective multi-
lateralism and abiding to the inter-
national law to address the global 
challenges, in addition to fully com-
mitting to sustainable development 
plan of the global vision 2030.

- It highlighted the need to combat 
the phenomena of illegal immigra-
tion and human trafficking, protect-
ing and supporting refugees in ac-
cordance with the international law, 
and enforcing international human 
rights law. Moreover, it underlined 

the need to condemn all forms of in-
citement to hatred and intolerance, 
and exerting efforts to address cli-
mate change by virtue of Paris Con-
vention.

- It underscored the inevitability of 
positive cooperation in the areas of 
trade and energy; including safety 
of energy, sciences, researches, 
technology, tourism, fisheries and 
agriculture and other fields of recip-
rocal interests to better meet peo-
ple’s needs.

- It sought solving the regional crises 
politically in accordance with the 
terms of reference of the interna-
tional law and international human 
rights laws.

- It spotlighted the joint action to bring 
about peace in the Middle East, in-
cluding the question of Jerusalem, 
the illegal Israeli settlements in the 
occupied Palestinian territories and 
achievement of a just and compre-
hensive peace between the Pales-
tinians and the Israelis.

- It discussed the latest developments 

Theresa May the British Prime Minister was Keen on Attending the Summit
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in Syria, Libya and Yemen, and 
ways to achieve progress towards 
safe political solutions in conformity 
with United Nations resolutions, as 
well as the necessity to preserve 
the unity, sovereignty, territorial in-
tegrity and independence of these 
states.

- It called for countering all cultural 
and religious forms of intolerance, 
extremism and discrimination. Ad-
ditionally, it called for condemnation 
of any advocacy of hatred against 
individuals and peoples.

Statements on the Summit
President of the European 

Council: “The Egyptian media is 
more enthusiastic than the Euro-
pean one”

Donald Tusk, the President of 
the European Council congratulated 
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi on the 
enthusiastic reaction from the attend-
ees and the media during the Sum-
mit: “I really appreciate how enthusi-
astic your media are. It’s impossible in 
Europe to have such a reaction (the 
lengthy applause after the remarks of 
President El-Sisi). Congratulations.”

Secretary-General of Arab-
EU Summit: “The Summit is an 
achievement… illegal immigration 
is one of the most important is-
sues”

Secretary-General of Arab-EU 
Summit, Ambassador Raouf Saad 
stressed that the Summit is an 
achievement and that its preparation 
took three weeks only prior to con-
vening, in a way which emphasizes 
Egypt’s ingenuity in preparing for 
this significant achievement. He also 
pointed out that illegal immigration 
was one of the most important issues 
that accelerated the convention, tak-
ing into concern that its risks do not 
only affect the immigrants themselves 
but also the ruling regimes to the ex-
tent that it may bring into the scene 

extreme right-wing parties against 
the minorities.

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia con-
gratulates Egypt on the Summit’s 
success

Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques, King Salman Bin Abdul 
Aziz expressed the desire of Sau-
di Arabia that the summit’s results 
would contribute to enhance the his-
torical relations between the Arab 
World and European Union. Also, 
the Saudi cabinet, in the name of the 
Kingdom, congratulated President El-
Sisi, Egypt’s government and people 
on the success of their efforts in host-
ing the Summit.

Emir of Kuwait: Summit’s results 
Will contribute to enhance the co-
operation between both sides

Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmed, Emir of 
Kuwait praised the summit’s results, 
pointing out that the results will con-
tribute to develop the cooperation be-
tween the Arab and European coun-
tries in order to face the common 
challenges, achieve the aspirations 
and give a momentum to the sustain-
able development track that every-
one aspires for.

He also expressed in a cable of 
thanks, sent to President El-Sisi his 
sincere thanks and appreciation to 
the fully warm welcome, great hos-
pitality and good reception that the 
Emir of Kuwait and his accompany-
ing delegation received during the of-
ficial visit to Sharm El-Sheikh. 

Jordanian foreign minister con-
gratulated Egypt on the success 
of the Summit

Jordanian Minister of Foreign and 
Expatriates Affairs, Ayman Safadi ex-
tended his congratulations to Egypt 
on the success of the summit, thank-
ing the Egyptian brothers for the 
good reception and organization of 
this important gathering that ensures 
the importance of enhancing the Ar-
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ab-European partnership for serving 
the common interests.

By Phone, Macron congratu-
lated El-Sisi on the Arab-European 
Summit’s success 

The French President congratu-
lated by phone President El-Sisi on 
the summit success.

He praised the positive feedback 
achieved. Also, he praised the in-
depth objective discussions concern-
ing the important issues of the both 
sides. He invited the President to at-
tend the coming summit of (G-7) that 
will be hosted by France this year.

Finnish Prime Minister: Egypt 
is one of the biggest commercial 
partner in the Middle East.

Finnish Prime Minister, Juha Sipila 
ensured that Egypt is considered one 
of the biggest commercial partner 
with his country in the Middle East 
and North Africa. He also asserted 
that the bilateral relations dating back 
to past decades are beneficent for 
both sides. He highlighted the impor-
tance of enhancing cooperation be-
tween the European Union and Arab 
league, adding that there are a lot of 
growing potentials in the commercial 
and economic relations between the 
two regions.

Burt: Presence of Arab and Eu-
ropean leaders at same time and 
place is a great success for Presi-
dent El-Sisi 

British Minister of State for the 
Middle East Affairs, Alistair Burt said 
that the presence of Arab and Euro-
pean leaders represents a great suc-
cess for President El-Sisi.

He affirmed that the Summit was 
“very important”, adding:  “We should 
provide targets for people to live for 
and be possible”. 

Federica Mogherini, High Rep-
resentative of the European Union 
for Foreign Affairs 

She asserted that the summit itself 

represents a “development” and the 
gathering of about 40 heads of state 
and government will be more than a 
forum for discussion about immigra-
tion, rather it is an open and honest 
discussion about immigrants, eco-
nomic cooperation and “our” com-
mon field.

Sharm El-Sheikh is an 
Unprecedented Historic Summit

Political analysts agreed that the 
summit is a historic and unprecedent-
ed event. It embodies Egypt’s status 
on the international and regional 
arena. It is also a link and meeting 
point for Arab and European civiliza-
tions. They pointed to the high po-
litical and diplomatic representation, 
which is considered the biggest from 
the Arab and European sides. Also, 
the agenda of the summit includes 
discussions about important and de-
cisive issues for both sides at top of 
which are terrorism, illegal immigra-
tion and overseas organized crime, 
in addition to disputes files and the 
Palestinian issue.

International Feedback: Media 
Attention to the Summit

German mass media and newspa-
pers paid attention to the first Arab-
European summit, held in Sharm El-
Sheikh, referring to the importance of 
holding the summit and the messag-
es that were sent to the world, point-
ing to German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel’s attendance.

Editor-in-Chief of the Kuwaiti Asia-
sa newspaper, Ahmed Al-Garallah 
said that the Egyptian cooperation 
with the Gulf countries establishes 
an Arab-Arab relation different from 
the previous ones over the past four 
decades. He added, under the title: 
“The Summit which removes misun-
derstanding between Europeans and 
Arabs” that the most serious chal-
lenge is some of the Middle East 
countries support terrorism and their 
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aggressive practices that Europe has 
tasted bitter since 1979 and the Arab 
World is still suffering from them.

The first step in this field is the 
European renunciation of the bet on 
transitional economic opportunities 
with Iran, and having a strategic view 
to the threat posed by the Mullahs’ 
regime on the future of the region 
and the whole world.

The Saudi newspaper “Al-Youm” 
affirmed that Cairo and Riyadh rep-
resent two vital axes for solving the 
hanging Arab crises; owing to their 
distinguished political and economic 
weights. The paper added that the 
extending cooperation between both 
countries has contributed to the suc-
cess of the fruitful talks held between 
Custodian of The Two Holy Mosques 
and El-Sisi in Sharm El-Sheikh be-
fore the summit began.

The Omani newspapers praised 
the success of the summit as well 

as the issues debated by the lead-
ers of the Arab and European coun-
tries. They also splashed the call of 
President El-Sisi to a comprehensive 
unified rapprochement for combating 
terrorism, whether on the ideologi-
cal or security levels and his stress 
on the importance of facing the chal-
lenges of our reality; on top of which 
is the growth of the immigration phe-
nomenon and the escalating danger 
of terrorism.

The Italian ‘Afar Itliano’ newspaper 
reported that Egypt has witnessed a 
historical summit that is considered 
the top on the level of heads of state 
and government from the European 
Union and the Arab world. It also 
pointed out that this summit is a great 
chance for maintaining cooperation 
in the Mediterranean region as well 
as finding solutions to various issues, 
such as immigration and counter ter-
rorism.

Ahmad Abul Gheit and Federica Mogherini, High Representative 
of the European Union for Foreign Affairs
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Betting on Youth is Guaranteeing a More Creative 
and Expansive World and Unleashing Energies

From Aswan, the centre of Africa and the African youth capital of 2019, 
under the patronage of President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, and out of the belief of 
the Egyptian leadership that young people, who represent 18% of the world’s 
population and 21% of that of Egypt, represents the energy of the work for 
the future, the events of the Arab-African youth forum, one of the platforms of 
the World Youth Forum, were launched. It witnessed the participation of 5,000 
young people and a number of world leaders and influential personalities, 
hosted on the land of peace for three days from 16 to 18 March, 2019 with a 
number of African youth ministers from Nigeria, Djibouti, Chad, Ghana, Bu-
rundi, Somalia, Gambia, Sudan, Gabon, Iraq, Palestine, Guinea Conakry and 
Mozambique attending. The forum also included the participation of Mariam 
Al Mansouri, the first fighter pilot from the United Arab Emirates (UAE), the 
grandson of Nelson Mandela, Ahmad Ahmad, President of the Confederation 
of African Football (CAF), and TV host Zeina Al Yazgi. 

Arab and African Youth Forum  
Aswan 16-18 March, 2019

Aswan, Capital of Culture for African Youth, 2019
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 Holding the Arab-African Youth Fo-
rum, within the framework of the declara-
tion of President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi that 
Aswan is the African youth culture capital 
of 2019 and in implementation of the rec-
ommendations of the World Youth Forum 
in its second edition in November 2018 
in Sharm El-Sheikh, is a real proof of the 
strong Egyptian-African and Arab relations 
and of Egypt’s conviction  that Africa and 
the Arabs represent Egypt’s  real exten-
sion and enhance the positive competi-
tion between students and young people 
through a gathering of selected students 
from the African and Arab universities on 
the land of the time-honored Aswan gov-
ernorate which is rich in human and  natu-
ral resources, tourist and archaeological 
attractions, and its flourishing heritage. 
Aswan looked more attractive with the Fo-
rum’s logo and its vivid colors derived from 
the culture and spirit of Aswan, the civilized 
region, which has long been Egypt’s gate-
way to Africa. It also opens the prospects 
and ways of cooperation and exchange of 
cultures and knowledge by young people, 
which are always the target of the Presi-
dent to deepen the concept of communi-
cation and tolerance to bring about gen-
erations of pioneering young people and 
create a peaceful world.

Topics of the Forum: 
The most important axes that are con-

sidered the pillars of the agenda of the 
Arab-African Forum during the first three 
days included: The idea of discussing Af-
rica’s capacity building, activating Africa’s 
Agenda 2063, the African Youth Charter, 
the preservation of African identity as well 
as holding many events throughout the 
year; including the African Heritage Mu-
sic Festival, the African Expressive Arts 
Festival and the conference on the African 
challenges that face the youths in peace- 
building, the Nile Youth Ship,  and the Afri-
can Creativity Awards in the fields of (fine 
arts, expression arts, scientific innovations 
and social initiatives), and launching of the 
African Network for those working in the 
field of disability, and the “Charter Confer-
ence” to raise awareness of  the African 
Youth charter throughout the continent.

 The Celebration of Egypt’s Presi-
dency of the African Union

On the Egyptian folklore music, Presi-
dent Abdel Fattah El-Sisi arrived in the cer-
emony of Egypt’s presidency of the African 
Union in Aswan on board of a yacht after 

a Nile cruise, in which he accompanied a 
group of Arab and African youth, holding 
flags of their country with the participation 
of ministers and senior statesmen as well 
as the Arab and African youth. The cele-
brations were held on the banks of the Nile 
River in Aswan governorate. The forum 
began with a musical show from the Egyp-
tian folklore that sent a message of love 
and peace from the land of Aswan. This 
was followed by the words of a number of 
African officials on this occasion. Then, a 
documentary film about the African conti-
nent was screened, highlighting the invest-
ments available in the continent as well 
as the undiscovered resources. The film, 
also, displayed the vision of Egypt during 
its presidency of the African Union and 
the assurances of President Abdel Fat-
tah El-Sisi, since the first moment Egypt 
has taken over the Presidency of the Af-
rican Union, on the importance of setting 
a strategy during this session to exploit 
the fruits of the continent of Africa, and the 
determination of President Sisi to promote 
the countries of the continent through its 
youth. After the film, the words of a group 
of young people participating in the forum, 
who praised Egypt’s leading role in the 
continent, were read out .

African artistic troupes played perfor-
mances that simulated the African heri-
tage through a series of African shows and 
songs in the various languages of the con-
tinent, with which the audience interacted 
so much and gave the celebration an at-
mosphere of warmth assuring the strength 
of African-Arab relations with their greater 
sister Egypt. 

In his speech, President El-Sisi sent 
a greeting of love and peace from the 
good land of Egypt to the whole world 
and stressed that the land of the “Kena-
na” stands against all forms of terrorism 
and extremism and it resists, denounces 
and rejects all cowardly acts of terrorism 
against humanity. He, also, stressed the 
importance of dialogue during the Arab 
and African Youth Forum in Aswan, which 
contributes to a better morrow for the Arab 
and African peoples, stressing that he be-
lieves in the role of youth in working for 
their countries.

Egypt Reaffirms its Faith in the De-
termination and Will of Both its Youth 
and the Youth of the Arabs and the Afri-
can Continent.

In his comment during the opening in 
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the second day, El-Sisi stressed that youth 
conferences provide a great opportunity for 
the state as well as the youth to communi-
cate with each other, highlighting that this 
is a main objective of the Egyptian presi-
dency of the African Union and that the 
Egyptian state will prepare a serious and 
concentrated working paper in this regard 
in coordination with all parties concerned 
to be submitted to the agenda of the next 
Arab-African Summit in Riyadh. This work-
ing paper will include specific procedures 
and proposals for activating the track of 
Arab-African integration. 

Moreover, the events of the second 
day included a documentary film about the 
success of the youth forums, which were 
launched through an initiative by Presi-
dent Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, who was keen to 
push young people to participate in politi-
cal life. He pointed out that the forums in-
cluded dozens of sessions that President 
Sisi took part in.

In a speech delivered by Aya Ateya, 
public coordinator of the World Youth Fo-
rum (WYF), she expressed her pride of the 
efforts exerted for three years to render 
this Forum a success, saying that such a 
success was only achieved with the sup-
port of President Abdel Fattah El -Sisi. 
Furthermore, she announced the launch 
of platforms under the name of WYF via 
the social media. She also announced the 
opening of registration for WYF institution 
membership via its electronic site in order 

to help youths, who have ideas for projects 
and need an institutional support through 
providing them with specialized teamwork 
or connecting them to supportive institu-
tions to fund these projects.  Moreover, 
she pointed out that the WYF institution 
depends in its choice on ideas or emerg-
ing companies that serve the ideas of the 
UN and sustainable development.

WYF Website: /http://wyfegypt.com/
Ar

The President declares important 
recommendations in the closure of the 
Forum

As the activities of the first Forum of 
Arab and African Youth were warm like 
that of Aswan that always welcomes her 
guests, the recommendations of the Fo-
rum came strong, and expressing high 
hopes of Egypt towards Africa, her beat-
ing heart, where President Sisi declared a 
number of recommendations in his closing 
speech that represents an ambitious work 
programme:
• The coordination between the Cabi-

net and the Ministries of Foreign Affairs 
and Education to open up the Egyptian 
Knowledge Bank to African and Arab re-
searchers.

• The Ministry of Health in coordination 
with all state bodies concerned and in-
stitutions launches an Egyptian initiative 
to eradicate hepatitis virus “C” for one 
million African patients, and launches the 
“100 Million Health” initiative for foreign 
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residents in Egypt. 
• The Ministry of Higher Education in co-

ordination with the National Academy 
for Youth Training and Rehabilitation will 
establish a cooperation council between 
Arab and African universities to serve as 
an active platform to enhance scientific 
and cultural cooperation between the Ar-
abs and Africa.

• The Forum’s administration will set up an 
Arab and African teamwork to develop a 
special vision to achieve Arab and African 
integration opportunities in all fields and 
present it to all state bodies concerned.

• The administration of the WYF shall form 
an Arab and African teamwork to put a 
youthful vision for the mechanisms of 
dealing with the intellectual polarization 
and extremism issues and to eradicate 
terrorism and extremism, as well as es-
tablishing an Arab-African mechanism to 
combat terrorism including:

• Preparing for Egypt - Sudan Forum to 
enhance integration between both coun-
tries.

• The Cabinet is entrusted to establish a 
cooperation council grouping Arab and 
African universities.

The Governorate’s Achievements for 
Youth:

During this year, Aswan will witness 
great events, salient of which are the in-
auguration of the Fifth Qualitative Olympic 
Activities entitled “Egypt… Africa” and 26 
youth festivals including “Sport for All” with 
the participation of village youth centers 
and the Fifth Festival for Qualitative Heri-
tage and Olympic Games. A number of 
projects and programmes throughout the 
year will be launched like “The Big Play-
ground” Programme as a cultural event 

in Aswan University and the marathon 
“Egypt Africa… Glory for Our Dark Conti-
nent”. Moreover, projects that cost L.E 80 
million will be implemented for youth and 
sport to establish 68 legal and pentago-
nal playgrounds in addition to a swimming 
pool. Furthermore, Abu Simbel Youth Cen-
ter will be established and five Azharite in-
stitutions will be established and renewed 
in Sheikh Haroun, Ritag, Abu Simbel and 
Dabood. In addition, the African Sports 
City will be established in New Aswan City 
as well as developing the Youth City and 
building 96 rooms to accommodate about 
500 students. Moreover, Aswan will host 
the international sports event; the team of 
roaming Africa on motorbikes from Egypt 
to South Africa, organized by the Global 
Biking Initiative (GBI) with the participation 
of 50 cyclists from different countries that 
reflects the touristic and strategic position 
of Aswan as the Capital of African Youth. 

The State works to implement a plan 
that started in 2017 to select Aswan to be 
the Capital of the African economy and 
culture, being the south gate of the Dark 
Continent. “Argin” crossing has been es-
tablished (to increase the commercial ex-
change with the Nile Basin Countries and 
develop south Egypt and Toshka). More-
over, the Solar City Stations in Benban 
were established that are considered the 
biggest world project for producing electric-
ity from solar energy. This project comes 
within the State’s plan to utilize the natural 
and renewable sources to produce high 
amount of energy and benefit from it in 
serving the development process in Egypt. 
The project investment cost reached about 
L.E 40 billion.       
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